
 

 
 
 

   

 
ELT Group and Thales announce the 

establishment of a Joint Venture 
in naval Electronic Warfare for the export market  

 

Paris, 4 November 2026 

ELT Group and Thales DMS formally announce the establishment of a joint venture, equally 

owned by the two companies.  

 

The joint venture, named ‘Thales ELT Naval EW Solutions’, is set to strengthen ELT and 

Thales position and to be a leading European company in Naval Electronic Warfare (EW), to address 

the opportunities arising from this rapidly growing strategic market and to accelerate the 

development of advanced solutions for the protection of naval platforms. 

 

The new company will draw on the combined expertise and product portfolios of both Groups, 

underpinned by more than two decades of collaboration between ELT and Thales and by the 

experience developed through the SIGEN consortium in support of the Italian and French Navies. 

 

With a dedicated focus on the expanding export market, Thales ELT Naval EW Solutions will 

combine the Naval Electronic Warfare product portfolios of ELT and Thales, providing international 

customers with a comprehensive and complementary range of advanced solutions integrating 

Electronic Support Measures and Electronic Countermeasures to enhance their operational 

effectiveness and crew safety.  

 

This initiative represents a strategic step to consolidate the long-term positioning of ELT and 

Thales in the domain of Naval Electronic Warfare, while strengthening industrial cooperation 

between Italy and France in a sector of high technological and security value.  

 

Under the company’s governance arrangements, for the initial term Matthieu Bouquet, 

appointed by Thales, will serve as Chairman, while Gianni Maratta, appointed by ELT, will serve as 

Chief Executive Officer. 

 



 

 
 
 

   

Domitilla Benigni, CEO & COO of ELT Group: “This new industrial collaboration with Thales on the 

challenges of naval EW amplifies the strength of our respective capabilities and excellence, while 

consolidating a long-term industrial and programme partnership.”. 

 

Philippe Duhamel, Executive Vice-President Defence Mission Systems, Thales: “This milestone in 

our partnership with ELT Group reinforces our commitment to jointly expand our capabilities in the 

development of sophisticated technologies for the electromagnetic spectrum in Naval Electronic 

War.". 

 

ELT GROUP 
For 75 years, ELT Group has been a global leader in electronic defence systems. Through the innovative 
management of the electromagnetic spectrum, developed through proprietary and integrated technologies, the 
Group now operates with a multidomain approach that also includes Cyber, Space and Biodetection. 
Building on the experience gained in major European defence programmes, including Eurofighter Typhoon, 
FREMM and PPA, ELT Group is present in more than 30 countries and has supplied over 3,000 systems. The 
Group also participates in the Global Combat Air Programme (GCAP) for the development of the sixth-
generation avionics platform. 
Headquartered in Italy, ELT Group is present in 15 countries across four continents through sales offices and 
strategic and locally incorporated companies in Germany and Saudi Arabia. 
ELT Group also includes CY4GATE, specialised in Cyber Security and Cyber Intelligence; E4Life, Italy’s first 
Biodetection company; and Solynx Corporation, a technology scouting company based in the United States. 
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Thales 
Thales (Euronext Paris: HO) is a global leader in advanced technologies for the Defence, Aerospace, and 
Cyber & Digital sectors. Its portfolio of innovative products and services helps address several major 
challenges: sovereignty, security, sustainability and inclusion. 
The Group allocates €4.5 billion per year in Research & Development in key areas, particularly for critical 
environments, such as Artificial Intelligence, Cybersecurity, Quantum and Cloud technologies.  
 
Thales has more than 85,000 employees in 65 countries. In 2025, the Group generated sales of €22.1 billion. 
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